Dear [MSP name],
I am writing as [a practice owner / an optometrist] based in [town/constituency], to raise concerns about the Foundation Training Year (FTY) financial support package for student optometrists, and to ask for your support in securing urgent answers from Scottish Government.
Optometry Scotland, our professional body, has been engaging constructively with the Primary Care Directorate on this issue, and welcomes recent progress, in particular, confirmation that supervised eye examinations by FTY students will be paid at 100% of the standard NHS rate. We fully support the aim of the programme, which is an important part of training the next generation of optometrists to serve communities like [constituency name].
However, several essential questions remain unanswered, some raised with officials as far back as July. These include whether practices like mine will receive any payment towards the additional costs of hosting a placement, beyond the exam fee itself; how salary and employment costs for students are expected to work; and how the supervisor grant will actually be paid. PSD Scotland has indicated that practices will be asked to register interest in hosting placements within the next week, but without this information, we simply cannot make an informed decision about whether we can take part.
This matters locally as well as nationally. [Optional: insert local detail — e.g. "As one of the few practices providing NHS eye care in [area], our ability to take on a placement depends on knowing the model works financially for a practice like ours." or reference to rural/remote access if relevant.] Scotland's population is ageing, and demand for eye care is rising accordingly - Optometry Scotland's own research has found a vacancy rate of over 10% in the profession, with almost a third of optometrists planning to reduce their hours in the coming years. If the FTY programme doesn't attract enough practices because the financial model isn't clear or workable, that risks a smaller pipeline of qualified optometrists at exactly the point community eye care needs to grow, not shrink.
I would be grateful if you could raise this with the Minister for Community Care and ask that the outstanding questions be answered urgently, so that practices across Scotland have the clarity we need to support this programme with confidence.
I would be happy to discuss this further, and to provide any additional information that would help.
Yours sincerely,

