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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT PROVIDES INTERIM SOLUTION FOR DELAYED GOS SPECIALIST
SUPPLEMENTARY SERVICE

Optometry Scotland, the representative body for optical professionals, welcomes the news that the
Scottish Government has planned an interim solution to support the sector, given the delay to the
launch of the General Ophthalmic Services Specialist Supplementary (GOS SS) service until later in 2025.

The proposed service, announced in April 2025, is intended to empower Independent Prescribing (IP)
optometrists to take on a broader clinical role, reducing demand on NHS hospital eye services and general
practice across Scotland.

By enabling a greater number of complex anterior eye conditions to be entirely managed by community
optometry, the service aims to reduce onward referrals to hospital eye services and alleviate strain on
general practices. This service forms an additional element of General Ophthalmic Services, a core primary
healthcare provision.

Importantly, when the service is fully launched, it will allow intra-referral between optometrists, whereby
non-IP optometrists can refer patients to IP colleagues within the community, reducing unnecessary
hospital visits.

Eilidh Thomson, chair of Optometry Scotland said: "The development of GOS SS was driven by rising
demand on hospital eye services, where patients are experiencing lengthy waits for routine and urgent
care.

“Although the delay to the intra-referral aspect of the service is unfortunate, we are bolstered by the
Scottish Government’s interim solution to support IP optometrists who are already delivering expert,
community-based eyecare to patients.

“The sector remains positive about delivering the new service and we are encouraged by the Scottish
Government’s reiterated dedication to enhancing community health services.



“We are committed to supporting the Scottish Government’s intention to fully launch the GOS SS service
before the end of the year and look forward to commencing the interim service in August. The profession
is ready and able to step up and deliver the next phase of world leading eyecare to the people of Scotland.”
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